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February 21, 1908 222 

The weekly report of communicable diseases in Kobe shows small- 
pox 648 cases, with 218 deaths. Total deaths reported 236. 

It will be seen that there was an alarming increase in the number 
of smallpox cases during the week, the new cases numbering 648 as 
compared with 265 during the previous week, but there was an appar- 
ent drop in the death rate from 37.7 to 33.6 per cent. The greatest 
number of new cases reported on any one day was 129 on January 9, 
and the smallest number 49 on January 5. It is reported that the 
death rate is about 55 per cent, and that there are at present about 
1,200 cases under treatment. 

The disease is distributed nearly throughout Kobe and Hiogo, but 
is most severe in the latter district. 

Beports from Osaka show the following with regard to the plague 
situation in that city : Week ended December 28, 20 cases and 19 
deaths; week ended January 4, 6 cases and 5 deaths; week ended 
January 11, 5 cases and 5 deaths. 

The restrictions enforced by this office are those contemplated in 
the quarantine regulations with regard to certain articles of freight 
and personal effects, together with the recommendation that vacci- 
nation be practiced in the case of all steerage passengers and crews 
embarking here on vessels bound for a port of the United States or 
its dependencies. 

Steerage passengers from Osaka and vicinity are held seven days 
under observation prior to embarkation, and the special requirements 
with regard to freight from ports infected with plague are enforced 
against all freight from that place. 

Cholera extinct at Kobe. 

The following information is received from the Department of 
State, under date of February 13 : 

A dispatch dated December 31, 1907, from the vice-consul at Kobe, 
Japan, reports that Kobe is free from cholera, no case having oc- 
curred since December 6, 1907. 

Report from, Nagasaki — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Sanitary Inspector Bowie reports : 

January 9. Number of emigrants per steamship Hongkong Maru 
recommended for rejection, 5. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Salina Cruz — Inspection and fumigation of vessel. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McPherson reports, February 1 : 
Period January 16 to 31. One steamship cleared from this port for 
the United States, the Alaskan, which left for San Diego, Cal., Janu- 
ary 16, and was fumigated throughout while in the roadstead outside 
the harbor. 



